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P.E. 

 

PE: Every Tuesday and 

Wednesday. 

Weekly spellings 

 

Quiz every Friday. 

Weekly Times 

tables 

 
 

Quiz every Friday. 
X3, x6, x4, x8, x9 

Homework 

 

Set on Monday 

online, to be 

completed by 

Friday. 

 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

Welcome to Year 4! We hope you have enjoyed the Christmas break and are fresh 
and ready to begin a new year.  2026 wil be full of exciting trips and opportunities 
for the children in year 4 and we are looking forward to getting started.  
 
We look forward to working extremely hard to focus on our vision – Respect, 
Engage, Achieve.  

 

 

English   
In this term, we will be exploring our new novel, The Explorer. We will continue learning 
about this novel right up to the Easter break. During this half term, pupils will write a diary 
entry from the perspective of Lila, followed by a diary entry from the perspective of Con. 

Throughout this half term, pupils will learn about the features of build-ups and problems 
within five-part narratives. In the next half term, pupils will produce two pieces of 
extended writing: a diary entry written as Lila when the plane lands in the Amazon, and a 
diary entry written as Con when they find the sardine tin. 
 

Mathematics 
Our focus for this term will be on Calculating with multiplcation and 
division, fractions, time and decimals. We will spend the majority of 
the time looking at fractions. The unit starts exploring different ways 
of interpreting and bringing meaning to fractions. We will explore 
each interpretation in depth, starting with unit fractions then non-
unit fractions. Opportunities are taken to explore equivalent 
fractions as they arise in the models. 
 
Could you please encourage your child to practise their times tables each week as they 
will have a statutory test at the end of year 4. 
 

Religious Education 

This term in RE our children are exploring the new Galilee to Jerusalem branch 

where they learn about Jesus’ life, teachings, parables, encounters and 

ministry as revealed in Scripture. Next half-term we will move on to Desert to 

Garden, focusing on Lent, Holy Week and the Paschal mystery at the heart of the Christian 

story. These units build knowledge through listening, believing, celebrating and living the 

faith. 

 

 

 

 

 

Science  

In Science this half term, we will be learning all about Living things and their  

environments. This unit sees pupils revisit habitats and living things before looking at how  

organisms depend on each other within a single ecosystem—they look at food chains and  

are introduced to the concept of a food web. They start their classification journey by  

revisiting vertebrates and their characteristics before moving onto invertebrates. Using  

their knowledge of animals, they are required to construct their own branching diagrams 

/ classification keys. Pupils move onto classifying plants: both flowering and non-flowering  

plants. 
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Unit 3: The Amazon – Rivers and Rainforests 
In this unit, pupils explore South America, 
beginning with its location, countries, 
populations, and languages. They then study 
the continent’s physical geography, including 
landforms and climate zones. Pupils focus on 
tropical rainforests, learning about their global 
importance, layered structure, wildlife, and the 
people who live there, including indigenous 
tribes. They also examine deforestation and its 
local and global impacts. The unit concludes 
with a study of rivers, where pupils learn about 
river features, processes such as erosion and 
deposition, and how rivers are used by humans, 
considering both positive and negative effects. 
 

Key Dates 

Return to school 

Tuesday 6th January 

Break up for half term 

Friday 13th February 

Closed for INSET day 

Monday 23rd February 

Return to school 

Tuesday 24th February 

School Trip 

TBD 

Break up for Easter 

Thursday 2nd April 2026 

Return to school 

Monday 20th April 

RSHE  
Spring 1: Making Positive Choices 
Pupils learn how their choices can impact others and the 
environment. They explore shared responsibilities, caring for 
people, animals, and the world around them, and how everyday 
decisions—such as spending money or reducing waste—can 
make a difference. Pupils also develop skills to share ideas 
respectfully and show care and compassion in their actions. 
Spring 2: Managing Feelings 
This half term focuses on understanding and managing 
emotions. Pupils learn how feelings can change, how to express 
them in healthy ways, and how to respond appropriately in 
different situations. They also explore strategies for coping with 
loss, change, and strong emotions, and how to seek support for 
themselves and others. 
 

Attendance and Punctuality 
It is extremely important that your child attends 
school and is on time every day so they do not 
miss out on important learning. Excellent 
attendance and punctuality are the key for  
our children’s success. Please help your child to 
strive for excellent attendance and punctuality. 
 

Uniform and PE Kit 
Please ensure your child has the correct, full  
school uniform every day and PE kits are  
brought into school every Wednesday and  
Thursday. Please remember to put your child’s name on every 
piece of uniform, PE kit and coat. 

Reading at home 
A little reminder: Children are expected to bring 
their reading books into school every day so 
they can be heard read at any time. We 
appreciate that it is not always possible to read 
every night with your child, but we do ask that 
you make every effort to read at least 4 times 
per week with them, and make a comment in 
their reading records. Reading at home doesn’t 
always mean their school reading books; it 
could be anything from a newspaper, magazine, 
kindle books, a recipe or instructions of a board 
game.  
Class Dojo 
Please look at our class Dojo frequently to find  
out what we have been up to and any class  
information and updates. If you have any  
questions or concerns, please drop me a  
message and I will get back to you. 

Water Bottles 
Don’t forget to bring 
water bottles in everyday 
- it is important for the 
children to stay hydrated 
throughout the day. 
Please put a label on all 
bottles and wash them 
every day. Please 
remember to bring a 
healthy snack for break 
times. 
 

 

We hope you have found this information useful, and your child enjoys all our 
learning in Year 4 this term, as much as we will. If you have any questions, 
please do not hesitate to ask!  
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
Mrs Pimenta and Miss Salmon 


