
  Reception Spring 2026 Newsletter                    

 

Homework  

 

Set on Monday, to 

be returned by 

Friday. 

PE 

 

PE is every Tuesday. 

Please remember to put 

your child’s name on 

every piece of uniform, 

PE kit and coat. 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Welcome back!  We hope you all had a restful and enjoyable Christmas break. As we step 
into this next part of the school year, we have lots of exciting learning opportunities ahead! 
This term, we will be striving to make the most of our enriching curriculum and nurturing a 
love of learning in every child. Additionally, we are placing a strong emphasis on improving 
attendance, as every school day is an important step in your child’s learning journey. 
 
We look forward to continuing to work extremely hard to focus on our vision – Respect, 
Engage, Achieve. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. We are confident this will be a wonderful term! 

 

 

Literacy 
Children will develop their storytelling skills by describing settings, events and characters, 

re-enacting familiar stories and creating their own versions and endings. They will respond 

to stories with relevant comments and questions and continue to write for a purpose, 

producing phonetically plausible words, stories and simple books. In Read Write Inc, 

children will work towards confidently recognising 35 sounds and reading red storybooks, 

while continuing to enjoy regular reading with an adult. 

 

Mathematics 
 
Children will develop their counting skills by counting, recognising 
and ordering numbers to 15, exploring one more and one fewer. 
They will begin to explore addition as counting on and subtraction as 
taking away, as well as understanding doubling and halving and the relationship between 
them. Children will also describe and sort 2D and 3D shapes and recognise, continue and 
create repeating patterns. 

 

Religious Education  
 

Our branch is ‘Galilee to Jerusalem.’ In this topic the children will think 

about the journey the wise men took to see Baby Jesus, discuss the special 

gifts and why they were important. They will listen to scripture, role play 

and listen to stories, make comments about what they have heard and ask questions to 

clarify their understanding.  

 

 

 

 

Understanding the World 

Children will explore similarities and differences between the past and present through 

photographs, artefacts and personal experiences. They will learn that people have 

different beliefs, traditions and ways of life, and that some places and events are special 

to families and communities. Children will develop an understanding of growth, change 

and the natural world by observing animals, plants, life cycles and the changing seasons, 

while talking about events and experiences in their own lives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Communication and Language 

Children will develop two-channelled 

attention by maintaining focus on activities 

while listening to others. They will 

demonstrate active listening through eye contact and non-

verbal responses and use sequencing language such as first, 

after and last. Children will build their understanding of stories 

by retelling them in their own words or with repeated phrases, 

follow instructions and directions without visual cues, and use 

concrete resources to explore and describe concepts such as 

long, short, tall, hard, soft and rough. 

Physical Development 

Children will develop both gross and fine motor skills through a 

range of physical activities. They will practise throwing and 

catching, jumping safely and moving with confidence, control 

and balance, while learning how to manage risks and keep 

themselves healthy. Fine motor skills will be strengthened 

through effective pencil grip, forming recognisable lowercase 

letters, and using scissors safely and independently to cut 

around shapes and their own designs. 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

Children will have opportunities to talk about and express a wide 

range of feelings, showing increasing resilience, perseverance 

and positive behaviour in different environments. They will learn 

what makes a good friend, consider others’ feelings, and 

understand how their actions and choices affect others. Children 

will be encouraged to share their opinions while respecting that 

others may think differently, and will develop an understanding 

of healthy lifestyles, including sensible screen time, exercise, 

sleep, hygiene and making healthy food choices. 

Expressive Arts and Design  

Children will explore and develop their own 

ideas by choosing materials and tools to 

create and join resources safely and 

purposefully. They will use a range of techniques to represent 

real-life and imaginary ideas, events, people and objects. 

Children will listen and respond to music, dance and 

performance, and sing together as a group, increasingly 

matching pitch and following the melody. 

Reading at home 
A little reminder: Children are expected to bring their 

reading books into school every day so they can be heard 

read at any time. We appreciate that it is not always 

possible to read every night with your child, but we do ask 

that you make every effort to practise the children’s sounds 

and blending at least 4 times per week with them and 

make a comment in their reading records. Dojos will be 

rewarded for reading at home per night! 

 
Class Dojo 
Please look at our class Dojo frequently to find out what we 

have been up to and any class information and updates. If 

you have any questions or concerns, please drop us a 

message and we will get back to you as soon as we can. 

 

Attendance and Punctuality 

It is extremely important that your child attends school and 

is on time every day, so they do not miss out on important 

learning. Excellent attendance and punctuality are the key 

for our children’s success. Please help your child to strive 

for excellent attendance and punctuality.                   

 
 

 

Water Bottles 

 

Don’t forget to 

bring water 

bottles in every day - it is 

important for the children 

to stay hydrated 

throughout the day.  

Please put a label on all 

bottles and wash them 

every day.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We hope you have found this information useful, and your child enjoys all our learning in Reception this year, as much as we will. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask!  

Thank you for your continued support. 

Miss Toner and Mr Southall 

 

Key Dates 
 

Break up for half term 
Friday 13th February 2026 

 
Closed for INSET Day 

Monday 23rd February 2026 
 

Return to school 
Tuesday 24th February 2026 

 
Farmer Teds 

Friday 27th March 2025 
 

Break up for Easter 
Thursday 2nd April 2026 

 
Return to school 

Monday 20th April 2026 

 


