
  Reception Autumn 2025 Newsletter                    

 

P.E. 

 

PE: Every Tuesday. 

Homework 

 

Set on Monday to 

be returned Friday. 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Welcome to Reception!  We hope you have enjoyed the summer break, making invaluable 
memories with your families. 
Miss Toner and Mr Southall are the class teachers and Miss Buckley is our teaching 
assistant this year. We are very excited to work with your children and yourselves, and we 
know we will have a fantastic year ahead.  
We look forward to continuing to work extremely hard to focus on our vision – Respect; 
Engage and Achieve.  
We know your child will enjoy every step of our learning as much as we will, and we wish 
them every success in the year ahead! We feel honoured and privileged to be part of The 
Trinity family and to work with such amazing children and families. 

 

 

Literacy 
 
In the first half term, the children will listen to a variety of stories, joining in with repeated 
refrains and anticipating key events and phrases. They will begin the ‘Read Write Inc’ 
programme where they will be introduced to set 1 sounds. The children will learn to give 
meaning to the marks they make when drawing or painting. They will attempt, and begin 
to write their own name, or other names and words, using a combination of lines, circles 
and curves, or letter-type shapes. In autumn 2, the children will listen to a range of stories 
and traditional tales to develop a deep familiarity of texts. We will also be focusing on non-
fiction texts with increasing attention and recall. The children will be encouraged to write a 
variety of simple VC, CVC words and write recognisable lowercase letters using the correct 
formation rhyme from the sounds known. We will also be writing for a purpose including 
greeting cards and lists. 
 

Mathematics 
 
In the first half term we will be classifying objects based on one 
attribute and matching equal and unequal sets. The children will 
compare and order objects and sets and recognise, describe and 
copy extended colour and size patterns. We will also be focusing on counting and 
recognising numbers, estimating and checking by counting. In autumn 2 we will be focusing 
on numbers within 6, including counting to six objects, ordering numbers 1-6, the 
conservation of numbers within six and one more or one fewer. We will be looking at 
addition and subtraction within 6 and exploring zero. We will also have a focus on 
measures including exploring capacity, weight and lengths and shape sorting, describing 
and sorting 3-D shapes and position accurately.  
 

Religious Education  
 

Our first branch is ‘Creation and Covenant.’  In this topic the children will learn 

about the Bible and the story of Creation. They will listen to scripture, explore 

pieces of artwork and sing hymns and songs. Our second branch is ‘Prophecy 

and Promise.’ In this topic the children will learn about the ‘Annunciation of Mary’, Advent 

and the Nativity story. They will listen to stories, paint pictures and create their own 

nativity scenes.  

 

 

 

 

Understanding the World 

In our ‘Understanding the World’, the children will have opportunities to talk about 

present events in their own lives and about members of their immediate families and 

communities. They will name people who are familiar to them and understand and talk 

about what makes them unique. In autumn 2, the children will talk about the lives of 

familiar people, comment on images of familiar situations in the past and describe people 

who are familiar to them. We will remember and talk about significant events, their own 

experiences and about similarities and differences between themselves and others. 

 



Communication and Language 

 

Our focus for this half term is to 

demonstrate ‘focusing attention’ by being 

able to focus and refocus their attention by themselves. The 

children will listen to others in one-to-one or small groups. They 

will listen to familiar stories with increasing attention and talk 

about experiences that are familiar to them. In autumn 2, the 

children will engage with stories to develop a deep familiarity of 

texts and listen to non-fiction texts with increasing attention and 

recall. The children will begin to understand concepts, such as, 

long, short, tall, hard, soft, rough and show an understanding of 

‘how’ and ‘why’ questions by beginning to give explanations. We 

will retell a simple past event in correct order and sing a range of 

traditional and contemporary poems and rhymes. The children 

will be encouraged to extend vocabulary by grouping and 

naming, such as, vegetables, fruit and using complete sentences 

in everyday talk. 

Physical Development 

 

In ‘Physical Development’, the children will develop both their 

gross motor and fine motor skills. To develop their gross motor 

skills, the children will play games and use climbing equipment 

to develop their core strength, stability, balance and spatial 

awareness. To develop their fine motor control, the children will 

explore and play with small world activities, puzzles, arts and 

crafts and the practice of using small tools. In autumn 2, the 

children will move with growing spatial awareness and negotiate 

space successfully, adjusting speed or direction to avoid 

obstacles, including when riding a trike, bike or scooter. They 

will revise and refine fundamental movement skills such as; 

rolling, walking, running, hopping etc, and dress and undress 

independently. To develop their fine motor control, the children 

will manipulate and use a range of tools in one hand 

competently, safely and confidently. E.g. pencils, brushes etc. 

They will begin to use the correct pencil grip for writing – 

modified tripod/tripod grip and use two-hole scissors to 

independently and accurately cut along a variety of straight and 

wavy lines. 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

 

The children will have plenty of opportunities to talk about, and 

describe simple emotions – happy, sad, tired and recognise 

when they are feeling this way. They will show awareness of 

behaviour expectations and routines in the environment and 

seek out others to share experiences and play opportunities. In 

autumn 2, the children will use talk to describe more complex 

emotions and recognise and manage their own feelings, socially 

and emotionally. The children will be encouraged to 

independently manage all of their own personal hygiene needs, 

including toileting and handwashing. They will begin to 

understand and talk about how brushing their teeth regularly is 

important for their oral health. 

Expressive Arts and Design  

 

The children will explore colours and use 

them with accuracy when drawing or painting. 

They will have regular opportunities to engage with the arts, 

enabling them to explore and play with a wide range of media 

and materials. The children will also join in with moving and 

dancing games. They will experiment with instruments, tapping 

out simple repeated rhythms, exploring the sounds different 

instruments make and how these can be changed. In autumn 2, 

the children will explore colour and how colours can be changed 

to develop greater accuracy when drawing or painting. The 

children will create simple drawings and engage in imaginative 

play, based on their own ideas or experiences. 

 

  



Reading at home 
 

The children will start the Read Write Inc scheme 

where they will be learning a new sound every day. 

Your child will come home with new sounds every 

week. Please practise these sounds at every 

opportunity, as this is vital for early reading. Read 

Write Inc ‘Learning to blend’ videos will also be posted 

on ClassDojo every Friday to help you support your 

child with their blending. 

 

 

 
Class Dojo 
Please look at our class Dojo frequently to find out 

what we have been up to and any class information 

and updates. If you have any questions or concerns, 

please send us a message and we will get back to you 

as soon as we can. 

 
 

Water Bottles 

 

Don’t forget to 

bring water 

bottles in every day - it 

is important for the 

children to stay 

hydrated throughout 

the day.  Please put a 

label on all bottles and 

wash them every day.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We hope you have found this information useful, and your child enjoys all our learning in Reception this year, as much as 
we will. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask!  

Thank you for your continued support. 

Miss Toner and Mr Southall 

 

 

 

Key Dates 
 
 

Break up for half term          

Friday 24th October 2025  

Return to school                   

Monday 3rd November 2025  

 

Break up for half term  

Friday 19th December 2025  

 

Return to school 

 Tuesday 6th January 2026  

 

Inset days  

Friday 26th September 2025  

Friday 28th November 2025  

 Monday 5th January 2026 


