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Literacy

Progression and Sequencing

Introduce listening activities to distinguish between different sounds (e.g., animal noises, environmental sounds).
Teach children to handle books correctly—turning pages, pointing to the front and back covers.
Begin to introduce the idea that print carries meaning by pointing to words while reading.

Week 1

Play sound discrimination games (e.g., matching sounds, identifying loud vs. quiet).
Continue reinforcing book handling and identifying book parts.
Model reading left to right by following words with a finger during shared reading.

Week 2

Introduce name recognition activities (e.g., name cards, pointing to names on labels).
Encourage children to make marks on drawings and talk about what they mean.
Reinforce that print has meaning (e.g., pointing out signs, labels, and words in books).

Autumn Term: Nursery Progression
Week 3

Play rhyming games and songs to increase sound awareness.
Encourage mark-making on pictures (e.g., adding lines or shapes to represent writing).
Continue sharing books in small groups, prompting children to name parts of the book.

Week 4
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Introduce clapping syllables in names and words to develop phonological awareness.
Encourage making marks to represent names, discussing what the marks mean.
Reinforce recognising first letter of their name using name cards and play-based activities.

Week 5

Explore letter sounds through songs and games.
Model how writing goes from left to right by demonstrating writing movements.
Encourage children to point to their name and say it aloud.

Week 6

Begin retelling simple stories using pictures and props.
Support writing first letter of name with visual prompts and tracing activities.
Continue developing understanding that marks represent meaning (e.g., “Tell me about your picture”).

Week 7

Introduce letter sounds linked to children's names.
Encourage mark-making to label drawings (e.g., adding ‘M’ for mummy).
Support turning pages and looking at books independently.

Week 8

Reinforce recognising own name in different contexts (e.g., on pegs, name cards, self-registration).
Encourage attempting to write name independently, starting with the first letter.
Continue talking about marks and pointing to them as children describe their writing.

Week 9
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Engage children in games identifying beginning sounds in words.
Support tracing over letters to develop fine motor control.
Encourage children to "read" their own marks, explaining what they wrote.

Week 10

Continue encouraging children to write their names, celebrating any recognisable letters.
Play games matching letter sounds to objects.
Support identifying book parts and turning pages independently.

Week 11

Provide opportunities for independent book exploration.
Encourage writing name without tracing, praising effort.
Celebrate progress in phonological awareness through songs, games, and play.

Week 12

Engage children in listening to different sounds (e.g., animal noises, environmental sounds, clapping).

> -

g 7 Introduce handling books correctly, naming parts such as title, front cover, back cover.

2 g g Begin practicing 1:1 correspondence by pointing to words as you read, following print left to right.
.o a

£E9

- §° o Encourage remembering sounds (e.g., after listening to a story, ask them to recall certain noises).
téo a = Reinforce print as meaningful, pointing to words and describing pictures in books.

5:,_ g Continue pointing to the words left to right while reading.
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Begin engaging children in conversations about stories to develop vocabulary (e.g., "What did the lion do?").
Encourage mark-making activities linked to sensory play (e.g., drawing in sand, using finger paints).
Reinforce the idea that marks have meaning by discussing and labeling their drawings.

Week 3

Reinforce recognising and reading own name independently in various settings (e.g., on a name tag, cubby, or sheet).
Introduce multi-sensory learning opportunities for mark-making (e.g., finger tracing on textured surfaces, making marks with crayons).
Encourage children to recognise the connection between their movements (e.g., tracing lines in sand) and marks.

Week 4

Play sound games to develop phonological awareness (e.g., "Can you hear the 's' sound in sun?").
Continue drawing circles and lines, emphasizing the connection between body movement and drawing marks.
Reinforce talking about their marks and drawings, asking questions like "What does this represent?"

Week 5

Support discussions about stories and non-fiction texts (e.g., “What did the book say about the bear?”).
Reinforce 1:1 correspondence when reading aloud, guiding children to follow print left to right.
Continue refining mark-making skills, using materials like markers, pencils, and textured paper.
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Encourage children to listen for and remember sounds in stories, songs, and the environment.
Begin drawing vertical and horizontal lines, emphasizing their importance in early writing.
Support mark-making exploration (e.g., using chalk on pavement or finger-painting).

Week 7
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© Continue engaging in conversations about stories, helping children learn new vocabulary (e.g., "What does the word 'fluffy' mean?").
o Begin drawing circles and vertical/horizontal lines with more control and intention.
g Provide multi-sensory experiences to help connect physical movements to marks (e.g., writing in sand).
. Encourage reading and recognising own name in different contexts, without visual support.
= Reinforce left-to-right reading through 1:1 correspondence and guiding children’s finger to follow words.
; Begin drawing circles and shapes with more precision, using fine motor tools.
Continue engaging in sound-based games, encouraging children to identify initial sounds in words.
=] Provide opportunities for purposeful mark-making in different materials (e.g., drawing on paper, sand, or with clay).
X Encourage talking about their marks and relating them to ideas (e.g., “This is the sun!”).
)
S
Continue mark-making activities focused on drawing circles and lines.
= Reinforce the connection between movements and marks through tactile learning experiences.
= Encourage discussions of new words introduced in stories, linking them to children’s experiences.
)
S
Encourage drawing circles and vertical/horizontal lines independently.
N Support children in talking about their marks, asking them to explain what they represent.
~ Celebrate their independence in reading and recognising their own name without support.
o
S
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Introduce Read Write Inc. Phonics programme, focusing on recognising and naming picture cards.
Begin handling books carefully and naming parts of the book (front cover, back cover).
Introduce the concept of page numbers and show children how to turn pages in the correct order.

Week 1

Continue practicing picture cards and matching the sounds to the pictures.
Engage in Fred Games by practicing blending simple sounds together orally.
Continue practising book handling, naming the blurb, and turning pages from front to back.

Week 2

Recognise and name letters through daily phonics activities using picture cards.
Begin to identify a letter within a word (e.g., point to "m" in the word "mummy").
Introduce left-to-right directionality when reading, guiding children as they follow along with text.

Week 3

Continue Fred Games for blending simple sounds orally.
Introduce word within a sentence, helping children recognise that words carry meaning within sentences.
Practice reading and identifying their name in different contexts (e.g., on name tags, cards).

Week 4

Encourage identifying letters within words during shared reading.
Support matching letters to phonemes (e.g., "'m" for "mummy").
Begin early writing by having children attempt to write their own name with correct letter formation.

Week 5

Continue Fred Games, practicing blending sounds orally to form simple words.
Reinforce top-to-bottom directionality when reading and writing.
Encourage purposeful early writing by allowing children to label pictures or create drawings with meaningful marks.

Week 6




Week 10 Week 9 Week 8 Week 7

Week 11

Engage in extended conversations about stories and non-fiction texts to build vocabulary.
Continue identifying letters and words within texts, pointing out that print carries meaning.
Reinforce recognisable letter formation in children’s writing.

Reinforce letter recognition through regular phonics activities and picture cards.
Support children in reading their name in different fonts, contexts, and materials.
Continue to handle books carefully, emphasising naming the blurb and understanding page numbers.

Continue Fred Games, practicing more complex blends (e.g., at, mat, sat).
Begin writing short words with correct letter formation and top-to-bottom directionality.
Encourage purposeful early writing, such as labeling drawings or writing simple words.

Practice matching letters to their phonemes, reinforcing sound-letter relationships (e.g., "b" for "ball").

Encourage children to identify letters in words and recognise that words carry meaning in sentences.
Continue reading their own name in different contexts.

Engage children in Fred Games, where they blend sounds and form simple words.
Focus on recognisable letter writing, particularly writing their own name independently.
Introduce writing simple CVC words (e.g., cat, dog, sun) with phonics knowledge.
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Encourage independent writing of their name, reinforcing correct letter formation.
Continue Fred Games to blend more complex sounds together.

Week 12

Engage children in writing simple words or short sentences using the phonics knowledge they’ve gained.
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Educational Programmes: It is crucial for children to develop a life-long love of reading. Reading consists of two dimensions: language
comprehension and word reading. Language comprehension (necessary for both reading and writing) starts from birth. It only develops when
adults talk with children about the world around them and the books (stories and non-fiction) they read with them, and enjoy rhymes, poems
and songs together. Skilled word reading, taught later, involves both the speedy working out of the pronunciation of unfamiliar printed words
(decoding) and the speedy recognition of familiar printed words. Writing involves transcription (spelling and handwriting) and composition
(articulating ideas and structuring them in speech, before writing).

Begin to develop phonological awareness by
distinguishing between sounds.

Begin to handle books carefully and correctly,
naming parts of a book including; front cover,

back cover, page.

Begin to understand that print has meaning
and that we read from left to right.

Enjoy sharing a book with an adult
individually or within a small group.

Begin to read own name with visual support

Continue to develop phonological awareness
by listening to, remembering and talking
about different sounds they can hear.

Handle books carefully and correctly, naming
parts of a book including; title

Know that print has meaning, and follow
print left to right, beginning to use 1:1
correspondence.

Begin to engage in conversations about
stories and non-fiction texts, learning new

vocabulary.

Read own name without visual support.

Term 1 End Points Term 2 End Points Term 3 End Points

Engage confidently in the Read, Write, Inc.
Phonics for Nursery programme by:

- Recognising and naming all mnemonic
picture cards.

- Joining in with regular ‘Fred Games’ to
practise blending sounds together orally.

Confidently handle books carefully and
correctly, naming parts of a book
including; blurb, and shows an
understanding of page numbers.

Identify a letter within a word, and word
within a sentence understanding that it
carries meaning.

Engage in extended conversations about
stories and non-fiction texts, learning &
using new vocabulary.
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Knowledge and Skills

Add some marks to their drawings, which
they give meaning to. For example: “That
says mummy.

Make marks on picture to represent name

Begin to attempt to write name with some
recognisable letters
First letter of name

To begin to understand that own marks
represent meaning

Point to marks

Talk about made marks
- Label marks

Begin to recognise their own agency within
mark making (PD link)

Makes a connection between their
movements and the marks that they make
through varied, multi-sensory learning
opportunities

Continue to refine the marks that they make
in sensory experiences

Begin to draw some circles and vertical and
horizontal lines

Begin to talk about their marks and drawings
and what they represent

- Read own name in a variety of
fonts/context.

Use knowledge of print / letter knowledge in

writing

- Recognisable letters ascribe

- Left to right / top to bottom directionality
meaning

- Top to bottom directionality

Begin to match some letters to phonemes
e.g. m for mummy

Engage in purposeful early writing

Write name, from memory, with correct
letter formation
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