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Nursery Progression

Communication &
Language

Progression and Sequencing

Introduce short stories with repeated refrains and encourage joining in.

Use illustrations, props, and sounds to maintain interest.

Model active listening using gestures (e.g., pointing to pictures).

Support 1:1 listening during familiar routines (e.g., snack time, tidy-up time).

Introduce simple two-part instructions in daily tasks (e.g., "Wash your hands, then sit down").

Week 1

Read longer stories with repetition to sustain focus.

Encourage children to join in with simple refrains and actions.
Use multi-sensory storytelling (e.g., sound effects, puppets).
Guide listening during small group activities with a Key Person.
Introduce naming days of the week through songs/routines.

Week 2

Encourage children to recall key events and characters after a story.

Start using ‘why’ questions related to their daily experiences.

Support listening by using visuals and prompts to focus attention.

Introduce simple preposition words (‘under,” ‘on top,” ‘behind’) through play.

Reinforce understanding of two-part instructions (e.g., "Get your coat and stand by the door").

Autumn Term: Nursery Progression

Week 3




Week 5 Week 4

Week 6

Week 7

Week 8

Support children in describing story illustrations and events.
Encourage talking about favourite book characters (e.g., "Who do you like? Why?").
Introduce new words linked to daily routines (e.g., "morning," "lunch," "home time").

Begin reinforcing past, present, and future concepts (e.g., “Yesterday we went outside, today we are inside”).

Model and encourage listening to peers in 1:1 conversations.

Support text retelling using actions and props.

Encourage children to recall simple past events (e.g., "What did we do yesterday?").
Reinforce days of the week through songs and visuals.

Provide more structured turn-taking conversations to develop social talk.

Reinforce understanding of prepositions through physical games (e.g., "Go under the table!").

Teach new rhymes and encourage joining in with actions.

Support missing word recall in familiar songs (e.g., "Twinkle, twinkle, little... star").
Continue using props and visuals to support story engagement.

Model and encourage expressing opinions on favourite books.

Reinforce the use of simple tenses in speech (e.g., "I play," "I played," "I will play").

Encourage using longer sentences (4-6 words) in responses.

Reinforce the use of a wider range of vocabulary in daily routines and play.
Support children in making relevant comments in conversations.

Encourage joining in short discussions about stories and shared experiences.
Model the use of talk to organise play (e.g., "Let’s build a house together").

Support children in retelling familiar stories with key phrases.

Use visual prompts to help recall key events from a book.

Encourage expressing simple points of view (e.g., “I like this story because...”).
Reinforce understanding of past, present, and future in conversations.
Provide opportunities for talking 1:1 with adults and peers.
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Encourage turn-taking conversations with peers about shared experiences.
Continue expanding vocabulary through stories and play.

Reinforce prepositions through action games and real-world examples.
Support children in recalling past events independently.

Model and reinforce using tenses correctly in conversation.

Week 9

Encourage expressing a point of view in small group discussions.

Support children in using talk to plan play activities.

Continue building vocabulary linked to stories and themes.

Reinforce days of the week in daily activities.

Provide opportunities for children to lead discussions about books or events.

Week 10

Support independent retelling of familiar stories with props and key phrases.

Encourage making relevant comments in group conversations.

Reinforce expressing ideas and making choices (e.g., "Which book should we read? Why?").
Provide structured 1:1 and small group opportunities for conversation.

Continue encouraging rhymes, songs, and sentence-building activities.

Week 11

Celebrate progress by allowing children to choose and discuss a book.
Encourage independent participation in songs, rhymes, and storytelling.
Provide opportunities for structured conversations with adults and peers.
Support using tenses and longer sentences naturally in conversations.
Reinforce understanding of time, days of the week, and past/future events.

Week 12
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Week 4 Week 3 Week 2 Week 1

Week 5

R

Introduce longer stories with repeated refrains to encourage participation.

Support naming key characters after reading.

Encourage joining in with familiar phrases and refrains.

Use visuals and props to reinforce story vocabulary.

Provide gentle prompts to shift attention when necessary.

Model simple two-part instructions in daily routines (e.g., "Put on your shoes, then get your coat").

Encourage anticipation of key events in familiar stories (e.g., "What will happen next?").

Continue naming characters and key events during discussions.

Begin identifying days of the week in routines (e.g., "Today is Monday, tomorrow is...?").

Support listening and responding in small groups when the topic is interesting.

Introduce prepositions through movement games (e.g., "Can you put the teddy on top of the chair?").

Support suggesting what happens next in stories using pictures and discussions.

Use story-based vocabulary in daily conversations (e.g., "The caterpillar is hungry. What did he eat?").
Model and encourage using longer sentences (4-6 words) in discussions.

Reinforce two-part instructions with clear prompts (e.g., "First wash your hands, then sit at the table").
Continue reinforcing days of the week in discussions.

Reinforce understanding of past, present, and future through discussions (e.g., "Yesterday we played outside, today we are inside").

Support answering simple ‘how’ questions (e.g., "How do we make a sandwich?").
Encourage children to retell a simple past event in the correct order.
Expand listening and responding in 1:1 or small groups through structured turn-taking games.

Encourage children to talk about a familiar book and share a favourite part.

Support retelling a simple story using props or pictures.

Continue introducing irregular tenses and plurals naturally in speech (e.g., "Oh, you say 'runned'—the word is 'ran'!").
Reinforce prepositions (‘under,” ‘on top,” ‘behind’) through play and visuals.

Provide structured conversation opportunities where children take multiple turns.
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Week 6

Encourage singing a wider range of rhymes and songs as part of a group.

Continue supporting retelling familiar stories with increasing independence.

Encourage children to express their point of view about books, play, and experiences.

Reinforce understanding of days of the week and time-related concepts.

Model using talk to organise play (e.g., "Let's build a castle! You get the blocks, and I'll stack them!").
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Week 7

Week 8

Week 9

Week 10

Support children in continuing conversations with multiple turns.

Encourage naming story characters and suggesting key events.

Reinforce understanding of prepositions through obstacle courses and real-world examples.
Support recalling a past event and explaining it in correct order.

Continue working on simple ‘how’ questions in conversations.

Reinforce longer sentences (4-6 words) in discussions.

Support expressing a point of view and giving a reason (e.g., "I like the red car because it’s fast!").
Continue expanding story-based and daily routine vocabulary.

Encourage using talk to plan play activities with peers.

Encourage turn-taking conversations with adults and peers.

Support recalling and retelling past events with prompts (e.g., "Tell me about something fun you did this weekend").

Reinforce using longer sentences naturally in conversations.
Continue building vocabulary through themed discussions and storytelling.

Encourage independent retelling of familiar stories with prompts.

Support describing events in the correct order.

Reinforce using irregular tenses and plurals in discussions (e.g., gently correcting "swimmed" to "swam").
Continue supporting expressing opinions and reasons in conversations.
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Encourage predicting story events and naming key characters independently.
Support using new vocabulary in play and daily routines.

Reinforce following two-part instructions independently.

Continue engaging in longer conversations with multiple turns.

Week 11

Celebrate progress by allowing children to choose and discuss a book.

Encourage children to retell familiar stories with confidence.

Provide opportunities for expressing opinions and reasoning in group discussions.
Continue reinforcing past, present, and future concepts in natural conversation.
Sing a variety of songs and rhymes with confidence in a group setting.

Introduce longer stories with repeated refrains and encourage participation.

Support naming key characters after reading.

Encourage joining in with familiar phrases in stories.

Provide gentle prompts to shift attention when needed.

Model and support following two-part instructions (e.g., "Put your book on the shelf and then sit down").

Week 12

Week 1

Progression

Encourage remembering and discussing what happened in the story.

Support anticipating key events in familiar stories.

Reinforce naming characters and describing their role.

Introduce time-related words (‘yesterday,” ‘today,” ‘tomorrow’) during daily routines.
Encourage initiating conversations in small groups during play.

Summer Term : Nursery

Week 2




Week 4 Week 3

Week 5

Week 6

Week 7

Encourage children to suggest what happens next in stories.

Use story-based vocabulary in daily routines (e.g., "The hungry caterpillar was full. What happened next?").
Introduce joining sentences with 'and' or 'because' in conversations.

Continue reinforcing two-part instructions in various activities.

Begin using prepositions (‘under,’ 'on top,' 'behind') through movement games.

Reinforce understanding of past, present, and future using real-life events (e.g., "What did we do yesterday?").

Support answering simple ‘why’ and ‘how’ questions (e.g., "Why do we wash our hands?").
Encourage using a wider range of vocabulary linked to daily routines and stories.
Continue supporting conversations in small groups, modeling turn-taking.

Support retelling a simple story using props or actions.

Encourage initiating conversations with adults and peers.

Reinforce understanding and using prepositions in structured activities (e.g., "Put the bear under the chair").
Encourage recalling and reliving past experiences in the correct order.

Encourage children to sing a wider range of rhymes and songs as a group.

Support retelling familiar stories with more details.

Model using different tenses naturally (e.g., "Yesterday, we played outside. Today, we are playing inside.").
Reinforce initiating and continuing conversations with peers and adults.

Encourage using longer sentences (4-6 words) to explain thoughts.

Reinforce using 'and' and 'because' to connect ideas (e.g., "l like the blue car because it’s fast!").
Continue reinforcing story recall and character identification.

Encourage expressing a point of view and providing a reason.
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Support discussing a familiar book and telling a longer story.

Reinforce past, present, and future understanding in conversations.
Encourage debating when they disagree with an adult or friend using words.
Continue encouraging story retelling using props and key phrases.

Week 8

Encourage retelling familiar stories in more detail and sequencing events correctly.
Reinforce expressing ideas with connected thoughts in storytelling.

Continue supporting using different tenses naturally.

Encourage starting conversations and making relevant comments.

Week 9

Reinforce using talk to organise play and describe plans (e.g., "Let’s build a tower. I'll get the blocks, and you stack them!").
Continue supporting debates and discussions when children have different opinions.
Encourage asking and answering ‘why’ and ‘how’ questions confidently.

Week 10

Support independent retelling of longer stories.

Reinforce past, present, and future concepts in natural conversations.
Continue encouraging longer sentences with connectives (‘and,” ‘because’).
Encourage using descriptive vocabulary during storytelling and play.

Week 11

Celebrate progress by letting children choose and discuss their favourite book.
Encourage confident retelling of stories with props, actions, and key phrases.
Support independent singing of a range of songs and rhymes.

Reinforce past, present, and future concepts in conversations.

Provide opportunities for debating and expressing different opinions in small groups.

Week 12
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Nursery Curriculum Progression and Sequencing

Educational Programmes: The development of children’s spoken language underpins all seven areas of learning and development. Children’s back-

Communication

and Language

Listening, Attention and Understanding

Knowledge and Skills

and-forth interactions from an early age form the foundations for language and cognitive development. The number and quality of the
conversations they have with adults and peers throughout the day in a language-rich environment is crucial. By commenting on what children are
interested in or doing, and echoing back what they say with new vocabulary added, practitioners will build children's language effectively. Reading
frequently to children, and engaging them actively in stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems, and then providing them with extensive

opportunities to use and embed new words in a range of contexts, will give children the opportunity to thrive. Through conversation, story-telling
and role play, where children share their ideas with support and modelling from their teacher, and sensitive questioning that invites them to
elaborate, children become comfortable using a rich range of vocabulary and language structures.

Term 1 End Points Term 2 End Points Term 3 End Points

Enjoy listening to longer stories and join in with
repeated refrains and phrases

Listen to stories with illustrations / props /
sounds

Recall key events /name key characters
Begin to join in text retell with some actions

Develop a range of vocabulary through stories

Pay attention to one thing at a time

Listen 1:1 to develop independence within
daily routine

Participate in short multi-sensory Key Person
group time

Enjoy listening to longer stories and
anticipates key events.

- Name characters

- Join In with repeated refrains and phrases
- suggest what will happen next (key
events).

- Develop a wider range of vocabulary
through stories

Begin to shift attention from one thing to
another when needed and given a prompt

Begin to follow a two-part instruction
Beginning to use awareness of time in

relation to past, present and future.
- ldentifying days of the week

Enjoy listening to longer stories (with
increased attention) and can remember
much of what happens

- Identify main characters

- Join In with repeated refrains

- Anticipate key events

- join in text retell using props/actions

- Use a wider range of vocabulary linked to
stories

Shift their attention from one thing to
another when needed and given a prompt

Understand and follow a two-part
instruction

Demonstrate awareness of time in relation
to past, present, future - 'today', tomorrow!,
'yesterday.



Begin to understand a two-part Instruction

Develop understanding of time in relation to past,
present and future.
- Beginning to name days of the week

Begin to understand some simple ‘why’ questions
related to own experiences

Autumn experiences
Linked to daily routine, key Person group
activities

Develop understanding of prepositions ‘'under’, 'on
top', 'behind'.

Begin to listen to others 1:1 when the conversation
interests them

Begin to understand some simple ‘how’
questions

Begin to show an understanding of some
prepositions 'under’, 'on top', 'behind'.

Listen and respond to others in 1:1 or small
groups when the conversation interests
them.

Understand and respond confidently to
simple ‘why’ and 'how' questions

Demonstrate an understanding of some
prepositions 'under’, 'on top', 'behind'.

- Initiates conversations with othersin 1:1
or small groups.
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Knowledge and Skills

Begin to use a wider range of vocabulary linked to:

daily routine themes
Stories and texts

Learn new rhymes and begin to develop a
repertoire of songs

Join in with actions / props

Fill in some missing words

Begin to talk about a familiar book one-to-one
Comment on an illustration ...picture /
illustration

Favourite character / part ... character / event

Begin to use a range of tenses - play, playing, will

play, played.

Begin to use longer sentences of 4/6 words
Take part in conversations with an adult / friend
making relevant comments.

Begin to use talk to organise selves / play
Recall a simple past event.

Begin to express a point of view.

Use a wider range of vocabulary within:
- daily routine themes
- retelling stories and texts

Continue to develop and sing a repertoire of
songs

- Sing a range of rhymes/songs as part of a
group

Talk about a familiar book and begin to tell a
simple story

Continue to develop communication,
developing understanding and attempting to
use irregular tenses and plurals (may not be
correct use - 'runned' for 'ran’, 'swimmed'
for 'swam')

Use longer sentence of 4/6 words

Take part in conversations with an adult /
friend and begin to continue it with many
turns.

Use talk to organise selves / playQ

Retell a simple past event in correct order

Express a point of view and begin to give a
reason for their view.

Uses a wider range of vocabulary in a range
of contexts:

- daily routine themes

- retelling stories

- discussing stories and texts

- during conversations

Sing a large repertoire of songs
- Sing a range of songs/rhymes as part of a
group and independently

Talk about a familiar book and tell a longer
story

Develop communication, begin to use a
wider range of tenses (with correct use of
most tenses)

Begin to use sentences joined by other
words such as 'and' / 'because' to link
thoughts.

Start-conversations with an adult / friend
connecting ldeas, explaining what Is
happening and anticipate what might
happen next, recall and relive past
experiences.

Use talk confidently to organise selves / play

Retell and relive a past experience in the
correct order
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Express a point of view & debate when they
disagree with an adult /friend, using words
as well as actions
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