
English Overview 

 

 

  Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Year 6 Main Text Wonder 
By R.J Palacio 

Holes 
By Louis Sachar 

Letters from the 
Lighthouse 
By Emma Carroll 

Windrush Child 
By Benjamin 
Zephaniah 

The Other Side of the 
Truth 
By Beverley Naidoo 

Macbeth (versions 
tbc) 
By William 
Shakespeare 

Fiction Children exploring 
"Wonder" delve into 
themes of empathy, 
kindness, and 
acceptance. Through 
the narrative of 
Auggie Pullman, they 
write journal entries 
and recount about 
resilience and the 
importance of 
embracing 
differences. The story 
fosters discussions on 
bullying, friendship, 
and the power of 
compassion, 
cultivating empathy 
and understanding 
among young 
readers. 

"Holes" by Louis 
Sachar introduces 
children to the genre 
of fiction through its 
imaginative narrative, 
engaging plot twists, 
and fantastical 
elements, captivating 
readers with its 
inventive storytelling. 

"Letters from the 
Lighthouse" by Emma 
Carroll exemplifies 
the power of fiction 
by immersing readers 
in a captivating 
narrative set during 
World War II  
The poem "Echoes of 
Resilience" offers Y6 
children a model for 
crafting descriptive 
narratives, honing 
their writing skills 
with vivid imagery 
and emotive 
language. 

"Windrush Child" by 
Benjamin Zephaniah 
introduces children to 
historical fiction, 
offering a compelling 
narrative that 
explores themes of 
identity, belonging, 
and resilience within 
the context of the 
Windrush 
generation's 
experiences. 

"The Other Side of 
the Truth" by Beverley 
Naidoo introduces 
children to 
contemporary fiction, 
delving into themes 
of justice, freedom, 
and family as two 
siblings navigate the 
complexities of 
political exile and 
truth-seeking. 

Fiction, like 
Shakespeare's 
"Macbeth," offers Y6 
children a rich 
exploration of 
complex characters, 
moral dilemmas, and 
the consequences of 
ambition, stimulating 
critical thinking and 
literary analysis skills. 
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Non-Fiction Interview with RJ 
Palacio  
 
Choose Kind: 
Embracing Empathy 
and Spreading Good 
Vibes  
 
Broarwood Nature 
Reserve Leaflet  

Rattlesnakes  
 
Professional cover 
letter  
 
The USA Civil Rights 
Movement  
 

Evacuation In World 
War II: A Journey to 
Safety for British 
Children 
 
Journeys of Hope: 
Understanding the 
Refugee Experience  
 
Echoes of Resilience 
(poetry)   

The Windrush 
Generation  
 
Ammesty 
International   

Interview - Uncovering 
the Story: What is it 
like to be an 
Investigative 
Journalist?  
 
Crocodiles in Nigeria: 
Protecting Our 
Precious Reptiles  

William Shakespeare: 
His life and times 

 Writing Outcome Journal (first-person 
literary recount)  
Narrative (Non-linear 
plot with flashback) 

Non-chronological 
Report  
 
Persuasive Letter  

Narrative (Parallel 
plot lines)  
Narrative Letter 
(Epistolary writing - 
formal & informal 
letters between 
characters)  

Journalistic Writing 
(Article)  
 
Discussion  

Narrative  
(choice of plot and 
story arc)  

Biography  
 
Big Question  
(Analytical Essay)  

Year 5 Main Text Beowulf  
By Michael Morpurgo 

Riddle of the Runes 
By Janina Ramirez 

The Girl who Stole an 
Elephant  
By Nirana Farook 

The Girl who Stole an 
Elephant  
By Nirana Farook 

The Closest Thing to 
Flying 
By Gill Lewis 

Cogheart 
By Peter Bunzl 

Non-Fiction Beowulf  
 
Graphic Novel: 
Beowulf Monster 
Slayer – Paul D Storrie  
 
Monsters 100 weird 
creatures from 
around the world – 
Sarah Banville  

Vikings and Anglo-
Saxons  
 
Viking Voyagers – Jack 
Tite  
 
Viking Age York – The 
Jorvik Viking Centre  
 
 
 
 

Sri Lanka Travel Guide  
 
What is Buddhism?  
 
Wild Refreshingly Sri 
Lanka  
 
= 
 

Elephants  
 
Sri Lankan Elephant 
Conservation 
Programme  
 
The Heartbeat of My 
Country (poetry)  

How UK Women get 
the Vote  
 
The RSPB   
 
Sir Mo Farrah: Shares 
he was trafficked to 
the UK as a child  

Children in Victorian 
London  
 
The History of 
Zeppelins  
 
Interview with Peter 
Bunzl  
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Writing Outcome Historical Legend (5-
part linear plot, 
defeating the 
monster)  

Historical Diary  
(First – person literary 
recount)  
 
Non-chronological 
Report  

Adventure Narrative 
(Non-lunear Plot with 
Flashback, hero’s 
journey – voyage and 
return)  
 
Biography  
 
Persuasive Speech  

Biography  
 
Persuasive Speech 

  Narrative (Epistolary 
Writing – Parallel Plot 
with two protagonists 
from different time 
periods) 

Journalistic Writing 
(Newspaper)  
 
Big Question 
(Analytical Essay) 
 
 
 

Year 4 Main Text Charlotte’s Webb 
By E.B. White 
 

Varjak  Paw 
By  S.F. Said 

The Explorer 
By Katherine Rundell 

The Explorer 
By Katherine Rundell 

The Boy at the Back 
of the Class. 
By Onjali Rauf 

Race to the Northern 
Frozen North 
By Catherine Johnson 

Non-Fiction Some Writer! The 
Story of E.B. White  
 
Spider Life Cycle 
  
 
 

Inspirations for 
Varjack Paw  
 
What is Karate? From 
Karate for Kids - Reily 
and Tok 
 
The Books that 
change our lives - SF 
Said's blog  

Forests of Life - article 
from National 
Geographic Kids  
 
Animals in the 
Amazon Rain Forest - 
Active Wild  
 
Percy Fawcett and the 
Lost City of Z  
 

Journey to the Last 
River  
 
Food from The 
Explorer  
 
The Lost Book of 
Adventure  

World Refugee Day 
2019: What is a 
refugee?  
 
Refugee Week: 
Famous people you 
might not know were 
refugees  
 
Changing of the 
Guard: What is it and 
where did it start?  
 
 

Matthew Henson 
biography, Kids 
Britannica  
 
Sailing around Britain: 
Katie hopes for 
youngest record - BBC 
Newsround  
 
Climate change could 
make rain more 
common that snow in 
Arctic - BBC 
Newsround  

 Writing Outcome Informal persuasive 
letter (from 
protagonist's point of 
view)  
Formal persuasive 
letter (to local MP) 

Story build up and 
problem (from 
protagonist's point of 
view, hero's journey 
story)  

Diary (personal 
literary recount - 
protagonist's 
perspective)  

Narrative (adventure 
story - 5 part linear 
plot, quest or mission 
story)  

Journalistic writing 
(newspaper article)  

Narrative (adventure 
story - porta, voyage 
and return story)  
 
Big Question 
(discussion)  
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Year 3 Main Text Roald Dahl BFG 
By Roald Dahl 

Cloud Busting 
By Malorie Blackman 

The Queen’s Nose 
By Dick King Smith 

Brothers Grimm Fairy 
Tales and Fearless 
Fairy Tales.  
By Ruth Brocklehurst, 
Gill Doherty and 
Konnie Huq, James 
Kay 

The Wild Robot  
By Peter Brown 

Odysseus  
By Hugh Lupton, 
Christina Balit 

Non-Fiction BBC Newsround 
'Roald Dahl Day: 
Seven fantastic facts 
about the author'  
 
What are dreams?  
 
The Isle is Full of 
Noises, Act III The 
Tempest  

Allergies - Kidscape  
 
A note from the 
author - Malorie 
Blackman  

Article about magic - 
Britannica  
 
Rabbits - BCSPCA  
 
Why is fashion a BIG 
problem for the 
environment? - BBC 
Newsround  

Biography of Konnie 
Huq  
 
What Is Equality?  
 
What Is a Fairy Tale? - 
adapted from History 
of Fairy Talkes - Susie 
McGee  

Adaptation and 
Survival  
 
Ecosystems and Food 
Webs  
 
Artificial intelligence - 
BBC Newsround  

Greek Myths and the 
Trojan War  
 
Ancient Greek Ships - 
History for kids & 
Ancient World 
Magazine  
 
How did the Ancient 
Greeks change the 
world? BBC Bitesize & 
British Council  

 Writing Outcome Story Opening (from 
protagonist's point of 
view)  
Story Opening 
(focussing on 
character and setting 
descriptions)  

Diary Entry (personal 
literary recount - 
antagonist's 
perspective)  
 
Informal letter 
(personal letter - 
protagonist's 
perspective)  

Non-chronological 
Report  
 
Persuasive Advert  

Narrative (fairy-tale - 
5- part linear plot, 
rags to riches)  

Diary Entry  
(Personal literary 
recount - protagonist's 
perspective)  
 
Biography  

Narrative (myth - 5- 
part linear plot, 
defeating the 
monster)  
 

Year 2 Main Text Toby and the Great 
Fire of London 
By Margaret Nash, 
Jane Cope 
 

The Tear Thief 
By Carol Ann Duffy, 

Nicoletta Ceccoli  

Flat Stanley By Jeff 
Brown  

The Day the Crayons 
Quit 
By Oliver Jeffers 
 

Ravi's Roar 
By Tom Purcival 
 

Amelia Earheart 
By Maria Isobel, 
Sanchez Vergara 
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Non-Fiction This offers children a 
multi-dimensional 
exploration of history 
through fiction, 
poetry, and diary 
entries, immersing 
them in the events of 
the Great Fire and 
fostering empathy 
and understanding. 
Through vivid imagery 
and historical context, 
children can create 
descriptive poems 
capturing the essence 
of this significant 
event. 

"The Tear Thief" by 
Carol Ann Duffy and 
Nicoletta Ceccoli 
sparks 
imagination, 
enabling Y1 
children to craft 
creative 

instructions with vivid 
detail 
 

Flat Stanley recounts 
the adventures of a 
little boy. The text 
inspires children to 
write in a variety of 
different ways, 
considering feelings 
and emotions. 

"The Day the Crayons 
Quit" by Oliver Jeffers 
inspires children's 
writing through 
diverse formats such 
as letters and 
newspaper reports, 
encouraging creativity 
and imaginative 
expression whilst 
honing various writing 
styles. 

"Ravi's Roar" by Tom 
Purcival empowers Y2 
children to explore 
narrative writing, first-
person perspective, 
and emotions 
through relatable 
storytelling 
experiences. 

This book inspires 
descriptive writing in 
Y2 through vivid 
depictions of the 
aviator's adventures. 
It also serves as a 
model for magazine-
style writing, 
encouraging children 
to craft engaging 
articles about 
historical figures.   

 Writing Outcome Poetry, Diary Entry 
Instructions 

Letters, Postcard, 
Information Text 

Letters, Newspaper 
Report 
 

Narrative, 1st person 
and Emotions 

Descriptive Writing, 
Magazine Writing 

Year 1 Main Text The Stickman 
Julia Donaldson 
Room on the Broom 
By Julia Donaldson, 
Axel Scheffler 
(Recount) 

Pumpkin Soup 
By Helen Cooper 
 
Non-Fiction labels 
and Captions 
 

Prince Cinders 
By Babette Cole 
(Diary Entry) 
 

The Giant Jam 
Sandwich 
(Instructions) 
 

Stuck 
By Oliver Jeffers 
(Newspaper Report) 

The Man on the 
Moon  
By Simon Bartram 
(Setting Description) 
 

Writing Outcome Julia Donaldson, Axel 
Scheffler inspire Year 
1 children to write 
recounts by 
recounting the 
adventures of 
characters in 
engaging narratives, 

Pumpkin Soup by 
Helen Cooper offers 
Y1 children a rich 
narrative world to 
explore, fostering 
literacy skills through 
engaging storytelling 
and imaginative 
writing experiences. 

Children can craft 
imaginative stories 
inspired by the book's 
events while also 
learning about 
making jam through 
descriptive, 
instructional writing. 

"Prince Cinders" by 
Babette Cole can 
support Y1 children in 
writing diary entries 
by inspiring them to 
imagine themselves in 
the shoes of the main 
character and recount 
their adventures. 

"Stuck" supports 
writing by creating a 
newspaper report by 
providing an 
imaginative story with 
unusual events, 
inspiring creative 
storytelling and 

"The Man on the 
Moon" by Simon 
Bartram provides 
vivid illustrations of 
the moon's surface 
and the astronaut's 
living quarters, 
inspiring Y1 children 
to write detailed 
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fostering storytelling 
skills. 

A Cloudy Lesson (Film 
Clip) 
To orally recall a 
sequence. 
To use imperative 
verbs. 
To write instruction 
sentences using 
capital letters and full 
stops. 

engaging reporting 
skills. 

setting descriptions 
with imaginative flair. 
 
 
 

EYFS Main Text Nursery 
The Colour Monster  
Traditional Tales and 
Nursery Rhymes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reception 
 
The Colour Monster 
Have You Filled a 
Bucket Today? 
The Mega Magic Hair 
Swap 
The Bog Baby 
 

Nursery 
Traditional Tales and 
Nursery Rhymes 
Stickman 
Lost in the Snow 
The Christmas Story 
 
 
 
 
Reception 
 
Little Red Riding Hood 
The Three Little Pigs  
Brown Bear Brown 
Bear 

Nursery 
Three Little Aliens and 
the Big Bad Robot 
Aliens love 
Underpants 
How to Catch a Star 
Whatever Next 
 
 
Reception 
 
Firefighters 
Cops and Robbers 
When I Grow Up 

Nursery 
Traditional Tales 
Mr Wolf’s Pancakes 
Spinderella  
Super worm 
The Hungry 
Caterpillar 
What the Ladybird 
Heard 
 
Reception 
 
Jack and the 
Beanstalk 
Jasper’s Beanstalk 
The Enourmous 
Turnip 
Supertato 

Nursery 
Rumble in the Jungle 
The Zoo 
The Rainbow Fish 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reception 
 
Martha Maps It Out 
You Can’t Take an 
Elephant on the Bus 
The Gingerbread Man 
Duck in the Truck 

Nursery 
Pepper goes on 
Holiday 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reception 
 
Only One You 
The Boy who 
Unplugged the Sea 
What the Ladybird 
Heard at the Seaside 

Non-fiction The Big Book of Bugs 
 

What’s In The 
Woods? 
 
Wolves 
 

Firefighters A-Z 
 
Police Officers On The 
Go 

A Tiny Seed 
 
A Seed is sleepy 
 
 

National Geographic 
Little Kids First Big 
Book of Animals 
 
The Jungle Book: A 
Pop Up Adventure 

Where Do Diggers 
Sleep At Night  
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Writing Outcome Give meaning to the 
marks they make 
when drawing or 
painting. Attempts to 
write their own name, 
or other names and 
words, using 
combinations of lines, 
circles and curves, or 
letter type shapes. 

Write their own name 
and simple VC, CVC 
words. Write 
recognisable 
lowercase letters 
using the correct 
formation rhyme from 
the sounds known. 
Write for a purpose 
including greeting 
cards. 

Write recognisable 
lowercase letters 
using the correct 
formation rhyme of 
the sounds known. 
Write for a purpose 
including lists and 
invitations. 

Write recognisable 
lowercase letters that 
have the correct start 
point from the known 
sounds. Write for a 
purpose including 
creating their own 
stories and books. 

Write recognisable 
letters that have the 
correct start point 
and direction, both 
upper and lowercase. 
Letters are of an 
appropriate size for 
the purpose. Write 
simple sentences. 

Write recognisable 
lowercase and 
uppercase letters that 
have the correct start 
point and direction. 
Write short sentences 
using a capital letter 
and a full stop.  


