History Rationale

The Trinity

Catholic Academy

Alignment to National
Curriculum

Intent

Our history curriculum is
designed to equip pupils with
the knowledge and
understanding of places, people,
and significant events through
time. Pupils will be given the
opportunity to think critically,
analyse evidence, examine
arguments, develop judgements,
and understand different
perspectives. This is undertaken
through four core pillars:
historical enquiry, historical
knowledge, historical concepts,
and historical findings.

Across key stages 1and 2, our
curriculum is aligned to the
National Curriculum statutory
requirements by:

- Following a carefully
constructed and
intentional curriculum
design architecture to
develop a chronological
understanding of
British, local and world
history.

Pedagogical
Approaches

Implementation

We use My Mastery Ark
Curriculum to teach our history
curriculum. At the end of each

unit, an enquiry question is
accessed by the children, where
they produce creative
responses, applying their
knowledge and understanding of
the substantive and disciplinary
knowledge that has been
covered within the unit. Lessons
are sequenced accordingly,
allowing children to receive the
necessary knowledge and
understanding to complete the
enquiry question successfully.

Every classroom is equipped
with a large-scale historical
timeline with subject specific
vocabulary displayed along with
key facts. All learning starts by
revisiting prior knowledge
through various multiple-choice
quizzes. This supports children
to recall previous learning and
make connections. The
curriculum is designed to build
upon pupils’ prior knowledge
and skills each year, allowing
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Approach to
Assessment

Impact

Our teachers use a range of
assessment techniques to
continually assess the impact of
teaching and to measure
children’s understanding. At the
beginning of every lesson,
children complete a ‘knowledge
quiz’ where they recall
information from previous
learning. Teachers use
questioning as an assessment
technique to address
misconceptions as they arise
during lessons and to support
children in communicating their
historical findings in a
sequenced, coherent manner. At
the end of each unit, children
complete an ‘enquiry question.’
Here, they have the opportunity
to produce creative and
successful responses to a
question which encompasses all
that they have learnt over the
topic.
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End Points

Sequencing

- Pupils analyse
connections, contrasts
and trends over time.

- Children are introduced
to historical language
through key vocabulary
and key terms.

- Analysing a range of
sources within lesson
tasks and
understanding how
these have constructed
our knowledge of the
past.

Throughout their learning
journey, children become highly
skilled historians who are well
equipped for future learning.
Children analyse a range of
sources and recognise how
different leaders and
civilisations shaped our world
today.

Teachers’ Expert

Knowledge

We provide children with a
knowledge rich curriculum,
strategically sequenced to
ensure a broad and effective
learning experience. In KS],
children develop their

Promoting Discussion
and Understanding

them to develop a well-rounded
historical understanding.

In delivering our curriculum, staff
model subject-specific
vocabulary relevant to the
current learning, which supports
them to fully access and
understand their learning.
Through exciting and engaging
activities, teachers support
pupils in transferring new
information into their long-term
memory. Children are given
opportunities to revisit their
previous learning through
knowledge quizzes and enquiry
questions, again supporting
children’s ability to recall this
information at a later time.

In lessons, teachers facilitate
discussions that promote and
encourage critical thinking and
deepened understanding.
Children are given the
opportunity to hold discussions

Throughout the year, teachers
continue to assess the
children’s progress and ensure
that misconceptions are
addressed.

Performance Data

Pupils have a sequential history
workbook which contains the
base of each lesson. Children
demonstrate their learning both
verbally and through written
forms.
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Pupils” Work
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Addressing Social
Disadvantage

understanding of the past,
beginning with familiar objects
and places within living memory,
before moving beyond living
memory. In KS2, children study
Britain’s past and focus on a
variety of civilisations and
people from around the world.

Where meaningful, cross-
curricular links are made across
subjects, allowing for a rich
understanding from a variety of
perspectives.

All children are equipped with
the knowledge and skills that
they need to thrive in future
learning and life. Teachers use a
variety of teaching strategies to
ensure that all children,
particularly the most
disadvantaged, are given the
foundations to make excellent
progress.

Knowing More and
Remembering More

regarding historical artefacts
and sources, which supports
their ability to examine and
analyse and allows them to form
their own judgements based on
what they know.

Each topic allows children to
acquire substantive knowledge
to engage in historical enquiry
which exposes pupils to key
questions and gives them the
opportunity to ask their own
questions.

Alongside this knowledge, pupils
are given the
opportunity to develop
disciplinary knowledge:
cause, consequence,
change and continuity,
similarity and
difference, historical
significance, sources
and evidence, and
historical interpretation.
Historical concepts
provide the structure
that shapes the
practice of history.
These will be revisited
multiple times
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Talking to Pupils

Our children enjoy their history
lessons. They particularly enjoy
the verbal discussions and
learning new vocabulary. Where
meaningful, some year groups
go on school visits to explore
their history unit further —
children thoroughly enjoy
attending these and sharing the
knowledge that they have
acquired.
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Local Context

With clear historical perspective
pupils will be empowered to be
active global citizens:
understanding the connections
between local, regional, national,
and international history;
between cultural, economic,
military, political, religious, and
social history, and between
short- and long-term
timescales.

Teacher Assessment

throughout the year
and progress across
year groups.

Children remember in the long
term the content they have
been taught and can integrate
new knowledge into larger
concepts.

Teachers assess pupils’
knowledge and understanding
throughout the lessons and
units being taught.

At the end of each unit, pupils
are assessed through an enquiry
question, which gives children
the opportunity to demonstrate
their knowledge and
understanding.

Links/References

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-

curriculum-in-england-history-programmes-of-study
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