
 

 



Geography Overview 

 

 

  Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Year 6 
 
 
 
 
 

  Mapping the 
world  
Whilst pupils 
will have been 
developing their 
fieldwork skills 
and knowledge 
over KS1 and 
KS2, this unit 
allows pupils to 
engage in 
fieldwork by 
using all that 
knowledge in a 
more complex 
way and create 
their own maps 
from their local 
area. 

  Global 
challenges: 
Climate 
change Pupils 
will have a 
strong 
understanding 
of the human 
and physical 
geography of 
the world at 
this stage. 
Therefore, this 
unit draws all 
this knowledge 
together so 
pupils can 
study global 
issues and 
challenges we 
face today. 

Global 
challenges: 
Trade  
Pupils focus in-
depth at two 
major global 
issues rather 
than a wider 
range in 
insufficient 
complexity. 
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Year 5    Asia: Mountains, volcanoes, and 
earthquakes Pupils continue 
exploring Planet Earth and its 
human and physical geography 
with this unit. 

 Biomes  
Previously this 
unit was part of 
the climate and 
climate zones 
unit but has 
been separated 
to give pupils a 
more in-depth 
understanding 
whilst limiting 
opportunities 
for 
misconceptions 
between 
climate zones 
and biomes. 

Year 4    Amazon: Rivers and rainforests  
This unit meets the National 
Curriculum requirement of 
studying the continent South 
America then exploring the 
Amazon, developing pupils’ wider 
understanding of Planet Earth and 
its human and physical 
geography. Pupils also build on 
their knowledge of the water 
cycle from Year 3. 

 The USA  
This unit is 
another 
example of the 
National 
Curriculum 
being met 
through the 
exploration of 
North America 
then the closer, 
in-depth study 
of the USA. This 
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unit continues 
to support and 
grow pupils 
knowledge of 
our planet and 
the human and 
physical 
geography 
within it. 

Year 3   Settlement 
and land use  
Pupils study 
this unit as part 
of the National 
Curriculum 
requirement 
but to also 
make 
connections 
with the History 
unit, ‘Stone, 
Bronze and Iron 
Age’ to make 
sense of 
settlements 
and land use in 
the past before 
looking at it 
today. This is 
the first 

  Climate and 
climate zones 
Pupils build on 
their knowledge 
from Year 2, 
‘Planet Earth’ to 
study the 
climates and 
climate zones 
around the 
world. 

Europe 
After studying 
the United 
Kingdom and 
Planet Earth in 
KS1, pupils 
‘zoom back in’ 
on their own 
continent to 
study it’s 
human and 
physical 
geography. 
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opportunity 
pupils have to 
study the water 
cycle. 

Year 2    Planet Earth Having studied local 
geography and the UK in Year 1, 
pupils then ‘zoom out’ further to 
study the world’s seven 
continents and five oceans. 

 Life in Kenya  
This unit builds 
on knowledge 
from the 
previous unit 
and meets the 
National 
Curriculum 
requirement for 
pupils to study 
similarities and 
differences 
between the UK 
and a non-
European 
country. 

Year 1  Our local area 
Pupils begin 
their journey 
with a study of 
the familiar— 
their local area. 

   The United 
Kingdom  
Pupils then 
move outwards 
to study the 
United 
Kingdom, its 
four countries, 

Beside the sea 
This unit 
explores the 
United 
Kingdom’s 
coastlines. 
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 and their 
capital cities. 

EYFS  Understanding the World involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their 
community. The frequency and range of children’s personal experiences increases their knowledge and 
sense of the world around them – from visiting parks, libraries, and museums to meeting important 
members of society such as police officers, nurses, and firefighters. In addition, listening to a broad 
selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes, and poems will foster their understanding of our culturally, 
socially, technologically, and ecologically diverse world. As well as building important knowledge, this 
extends their familiarity with words that support understanding across domains. Enriching and widening 
children’s vocabulary will support later reading comprehension.  
 
In EYFS pupils will learn to draw information from a simple map, understand that some places are special 
to members of their community and recognise some similarities and differences between life in this 
country and life in other countries. They will also learn to recognise some environments that are different 
to the one in which they live and understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural world around 
them. 


