
 

 



EYFS Rationale  
 

 

 
Intent Implementation Impact 

 
Alignment to National 

Curriculum 

The Early Years Foundation Stage 
(EYFS) is the area of education upon 
which young children build the rest 
of their lives. It is a single framework 
for care, learning and development. 
The Early Learning Foundation Stage 
curriculum refers to children from 
birth to the end of Reception class. 

 
Pedagogical 
Approaches 

The EYFS curriculum requires that the 
seven areas of learning are delivered 
through ‘planned, purposeful play, 
with a balance of adult-led and child-
initiated activities. Through providing 
a safe and stimulating learning 
environment, we aim to develop a 
curiosity for independent learning 
that builds upon core content 
delivered by highly skilled and 
knowledgeable adults. We recognise 
the important role that the EYFS 
plays in securing strong foundations 
for future lifelong learning and that 
children learn and develop well in 
enabling environments with teaching 
and support from adults, who 
respond to their individual interests 
and needs 

 
Approach to 
Assessment 

Assessment in the Early Years 
Foundation Stage is a comprehensive 
process aimed at understanding and 
supporting children's learning and 
development. The approach to 
assessment in EYFS is child-centred, 
ongoing, and embedded in everyday 
activities and interactions. Here are 
the key elements of this approach All 
assessment is recorded on Arbor 
termly.  
All pupils are assessed on the Read, 
Write Inc site half termly.                                  

 
End Points 

For most children, the end of the 
reception year will be the end of the 
Early Years Foundation Stage, where 
the expectation is that most children 
will achieve the Early Learning Goals. 
Although the Early Learning Goals are 
intended for children at the end of 
the reception year, younger children 
will be provided with experiences 
which will support them in reaching 
the goals at the appropriate time.. In 
reception classes, a high quality, well 
resourced, integrated early education 
should make a positive contribution 
to this distinct stage in a child’s 
development with the key learning 

 
Teachers’ Expert 

Knowledge 

At The Trinity, a balance of learning is 
crucial so that children’s play and 
ideas have equal value to adult-led 
learning opportunities. Planned 
adult-led activities provide the 
opportunity to introduce specific 
skills, knowledge, and vocabulary 
progressively and in sequence. Adult 
initiated activities enhance the 
continuous provision and provide 
children with a springboard for their 

learning. We prepare children for 
learning in year 1, so we ensure 
that there is a greater focus on 
teaching the essential skills and 

 
Performance Data 

At The Trinity performance data 
ensures continuity of learning as 
children move from EYFS to Year 
1. It allows Year 1 teachers to 
build on the foundations laid in 
EYFS, using detailed information 
about each child’s prior 
achievements and learning 
needs. 
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skills of listening, speaking, 
concentration, persistence, co-
operation, literacy and numeracy. 
Rich, stimulating and appropriate 
experiences will provide each child 
with opportunities to develop these 
skills, their competencies and their 
thinking to the best of their ability 
across all areas of learning 

knowledge in the specific areas 
of learning’ when children are in 
the reception year. 

 
Sequencing 

At The Trinity, we define the 
components of the curriculum and 
organise these sequentially and 
progressively to enable pupils to have 
the very best foundations on which 
their building learns 

 
Promoting Discussion 

and Understanding 

Promoting discussion and 
understanding in early years is crucial 
for the development of 
communication, critical thinking, and 
social skills. At The Trinity, we 
regularly engage in discussions which 
helps children develop their 
vocabulary, syntax, and 
conversational skills. This early 
interaction is critical for language 
acquisition and fluency. Through 
discussion, children learn to express 
their thoughts and understand 
others, enhancing both their 
expressive and receptive language 
abilities. 

 
Pupils’ Work 

In nursery, children's work is 
collected and placed into individual 
folders. This method of evidence 
gathering allows educators to track 
each child's development and 
progress over time, providing a 
comprehensive view of their learning 
journey and achievements. 
Reception evidence in schools is 
gathered by collecting individual 
children's work in their books. This is 
highlighted against the Early Learning 
Goals (ELG). Formative assessments 
are conducted across the seven 
learning areas, ensuring each child's 
progress is tracked and marked 
accordingly. 

 
Addressing Social 

Disadvantage 

All children, particularly the most 
disadvantaged and those with special 
educational needs/disabilities gain 
the knowledge and skills they need to 
succeed in life.  Quality first teaching 
ensures children make excellent 
progress in learning.   

 
Knowing More and 

Remembering More 

The early years are crucial for 
building a strong foundation of 
knowledge that children will build 
upon as they progress through their 
education. The pupils are provided 
with learning experiences  to help 
shape their cognitive abilities, 
including memory, attention, and 
problem-solving skills. We regularly 
revisit concepts to help solidify 
understanding and retention as well 
as engaging children in repetitive 
songs, stories, and games to reinforce 
learning 

 
Talking to Pupils 

Through conversations, staff can gain 
insights into each child's thoughts, 
interests, and understanding. This 
helps tailor learning experiences to 
individual needs, fostering a 
supportive and stimulating 
environment. Additionally, talking to 
pupils encourages language 
development, social skills, and 
confidence, laying a strong 
foundation for future learning.  
Our EYFS completes the Wellcom 
program by conducting regular 
language assessments and 
implementing targeted interventions 



 

The Trinity EYFS Rationale 

to support children's communication 
development. 

 
Local Context 

At The Trinity, using the local 
context helps children relate 
their learning to their immediate 
environment. Familiar places, 
people, and events make 
learning more relevant and 
engaging, fostering a deeper 
connection and enhancing their 
learning.  

Teacher Assessment 

Teacher assessment in the Early Years 
Foundation Stage involves ongoing 
observation, assessment, and 
recording of each child's 
development and learning. The 
Reception Baseline Assessment (RBA) 
is a statutory assessment conducted 
in England for children entering the 
reception year. It is designed to 
measure the starting point of pupils' 
progress as they begin school, 
providing a baseline from which their 
progress can be measured 
throughout primary education up to 
the end of Key Stage 2 (Year 6). 
 

Links/References 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/games 
https://www.starfall.com/h/index-kindergarten.php 

https://nrich.maths.org/13372 

http://www.crickweb.co.uk/Early-Years.html 

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/parentsandcarers/ 
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