
 

 



Design and technology Rationale 
 

 

 
Intent Implementation Impact 

 
Alignment to National 

Curriculum 

[The Trinity follow the National 
Curriculum DT programme of 
study. Additional planning and 
curriculum support has been 
provided by Plan bee resource 
hub. ] 

 
Pedagogical 
Approaches 

[The programme aims to nurture 
creativity, foster self-expression and 
develop the idea of being able to 
design products with a purpose in 
mind and in intended user for their 
products. The programme looks at a 
range of diverse skills and processes 
and develops them throughout the 
child’s school journey, while looking 
at a variety of different cultures to 
broaden their perspectives. 
Creativity is viewed as a process and 
students are encouraged to foster a 
growth mindset developing skills, 
evaluating their work, praising effort, 
resilience and the willingness to take 
risks] 
 
The topics have been carefully 
chosen to have cross- curricular links 
with other subjects developing on 
the knowledge and understanding 
from these subjects. 

 
Approach to 
Assessment 

[The programme provides a 
clear criterion for assessment 
that aligns with the learning 
objectives for each lesson. 
Observation – watching and 
observing students as they 
work on their design projects. 
Paying attention to their 
engagement, creativity and 
application of techniques. 
Design Portfolio: Collection of 
sketches, design plans, and ICT 
models. 
Final Product: Assessment of 
the completed product based 
on design criteria and quality. 
Process Documentation: Logs 
or journals documenting the 
design and making process. 
They will also peer assess each 
other's work providing an 
opportunity to give 
constructive feedback and 
appreciate others artistic 
styles.] 

 
End Points 

[The DT curriculum is 
ambitious in the range of skills, 
knowledge and techniques 
delivered in order for children 
to confidently and successfully 
participate in an increasingly 
technological world. The 

 
Teachers’ Expert 

Knowledge 

[The Design Programme of Study and 
supplementing resources can be 
confidently delivered by specialist 
and non-specialist teachers alike. 
With the support of the Design and 
technology association website. 
https://www.designtechnology.org.uk/ 

 
Performance Data 

[There is no published data for 
Art and Design at primary 
school. The school monitors 
attainment through: 
  
Formative assessment   
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children will investigate , plan, 
make and evaluate their work 
and in doing so improve their 
confidence in critiquing their 
own work and the work of their 
peers. Children will develop 
their topic specific vocabulary 
and develop a broad skill set 
through a variety of topics 
such as the principles of 
nutrition and learning how to 
cook to better understand the 
importance of a healthy 
lifestyle. The end goal is to 
create children who are 
resourceful, innovative, 
enterprising and capable 
citizens.  
 

The design and technology 
association wesbite also provides 
CPD materials and resources to aid 
and develop the teachers expert 
knowledge.  
Alongside this Access art also covers 
similar topics and can therefore offer 
further support through ‘Artist 
videos’ and resources to aid in the 
teaching of the design and 
technology curriculum. 
 

Watching and observing 
students as they work on their 
art projects, keeping a record 
of the different stages of the 
artistic process. Including, 
sketches, drafts, and written 
reflections the students may 
have about their work, and self 
and peer assessment. 
  
Summative assessment 
Teachers assess pupils 
progression of the skills and 
knowledge taught through the 
art curriculum. Teachers will 
have a clear understanding of 
pupils substantive knowledge 
and implicit knowledge and 
skills. 
Key Aspects to Assess: 
Design Process 
Understanding user needs and 
design criteria. 
Creativity and innovation in 
generating ideas. 
Clarity and detail in 
communicating ideas (e.g., 
sketches, models). 
Use of ICT tools in the design 
phase. 
Practical Skills 
Selection and use of 
appropriate tools and 
materials. 
Accuracy and precision in 
making. 
Quality of construction and 
finishing. 
Application of safety 
procedures. 
Evaluation and Reflection 
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Ability to critically analyse 
existing products. 
Self-assessment and peer 
feedback. 
Reflection on the design 
process and final product. 
Identifying strengths and areas 
for improvement. 

 
Sequencing 

[The Design programme 
follows a spiral curriculum 
where keys skills and vocab is 
explicitly taught applied In a 
variety of contexts. The 
approach helps students build 
on their existing knowledge 
and abilities, gradually 
progressing to more complex 
concepts. The programme is 
organised into blocks with 
each focusing on a specific set 
of design and technology 
processes 
The progression of these 
processes and skills are 
detailed in the progression 
map. Core skills are revisited 
and expanded on throughout 
all the year groups. 
 ] 
 
 

 
Promoting Discussion 

and Understanding 

[Children will practise Oracy through 
exploratory talk, discussions, 
investigations and evaluations of 
peers work. This will aim to promote 
the physical, linguistic, cognitive, and 
social and emotional skills needed to 
inspire and persuade why their 
products are effective and 
effectively communicate how they 
could Improve their products.  

 
Pupils’ Work 

[The student’s work will be 
documented in their DT sketch 
books. Eventually showing each 
stage of their journey Including, 
skills learnt, designs, draft 
models, and evaluations. 
At the end of lessons, a section 
of the classroom will be used 
to showcase their pieces. 
Students can move around the 
classroom to view and 
appreciate each other's work. 
This encourages a sense of 
community, admiration for their 
peer's creativity and an 
opportunity to reflect on their 
own journey. 
Where possible, student's 
artwork will be put on display 
within school creating a vibrant 
environment that showcases 
their talents and inspire further 
creativity. 
] 

 
Addressing Social 

Disadvantage 

Serving a wide and diverse 
catchment area. DT at the 
Trinity aims to equip the 
children with the maths, 
computing, engineering, art 
and scientific skills to acquire 

 
Knowing More and 

Remembering More 

[The progression of skills and 
knowledge shows the substantive 
knowledge and implicit knowledge, 
and skills children will learn in each 
year group and how this is built upon 
as children progress throughout the 
school journey. Evidence based 

 
Talking to Pupils 

[Following DT lessons students 
can engage in a variety of 
discussions to share their 
experiences. The discussion 
will involve exploring the 
resources and processes used 
during the topic, their 
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a broad range of disciplinary 
knowledge. 
It is our aim and ambition to 
ensure all children can access 
the curriculum and inspire 
children to seek out careers in 
the subject of DT.] 

approaches are deployed to support 
children with regular retrieval to build 
and strengthen their schema.] 

influences and any inspiration 
behind their work. Students will 
discuss specific items they 
have researched and 
techniques used and any skills 
they have reproduced. 
Students will be encouraged to 
critique in a positive manner 
discussing what they 
appreciate about their own and 
each other's work and what 
improvements they could 
make.] 

 
Local Context 

[Serving a small and 
disadvantaged catchment 
area, DT aims to equip children 
with the necessary skills to be 
successful. There will be 
opportunities for lots of 
investigations and research 
into local topics such as British 
farming and how we grow and 
cultivate food, to learning how 
to compose a healthy plate 
with the aim of enhancing 

cultural capital.] 

 
Teacher Assessment 

[Teachers have a clear criterion for 
assessment that aligns with the 
learning objectives for each lesson. 
Teachers watch and observe 
students as they work on their 
projects. They pay attention to their 
engagement, creativity and 
application of techniques. 
 
Teachers keep a record of the 
different stages of the process In 
their dt sketch books. Including, 
sketches, drafts, and written 
reflections the students may have 
about their work. 
This provides class teachers with up 
to the minute information about the 
progress, needs, and knowledge of 
their pupils.] 

Links/References 

https://www.designtechnology.org.uk/ 
 https://www.accessart.org.uk/art-resources-for-home/ 
[] 

 


